God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible
Part One: The Patriarchal Age

Lesson One: Creation and the Fall

Texts: Genesis 1:1-4; 26-28; 2:8-16; 21-24; 3:1-7; 17-24; John 1:1-3; Isaiah 59:1-2;      Revelation 22:1-3[image: image1.jpg]



I

n the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). With these words God initiates His revelation to man. We did not create ourselves. We did not evolve through some cosmic accident. The fundamental assertion of the Bible is the fact that there is a God whose power transcends the created “heavens and earth” who Himself created the universe. The New Testament reveals to us that Jesus Christ, the third person of the Godhead, was present, active, and instrumental in creation. The Apostle John wrote of Jesus, “All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made” (John 1:3). 

The record in Genesis tells us of God’s creation of all things in six days (Gen. 1:1-2:1). God told Moses, “For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day” (Ex. 20:11a). On the sixth day God created the first man: Adam (Gen. 1:26). God created his wife, Eve, from a rib he took from Adam while he slept (Gen. 2:21-22). Adam and Eve were placed in a garden which God planted called Eden (Gen. 2:8-14). There they could eat from all of the fruit in the garden except that which came from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Gen. 2:16-17).   

Man was created in a state of harmony with God. His needs were supplied. His life was sustained by the care of God. There was no sin, no shame, and no hardship (Gen. 2:25). Only one law governed Adam and Eve in the garden. They could not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. When Adam and Eve sinned everything changed for them. The “serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan” (Rev. 20:2), tempted Eve (Gen. 3:4-5). She ate from the forbidden tree and gave to Adam and he ate also (Ge. 3:6). When this happened, no longer could they live in harmony with God. Their sin separated them from God. They were cast out of the Garden of Eden and cursed to work for their food with sweat and hardship (Gen. 3:17-19; 22-24). Sin, which is the violation of God’s law (1 John 3:4), has always been a serious thing. Just as Adam’s sin separated him from God, when we his descendents sin, we too are separated from God. Isaiah told the Israelites of his day, “your sins have separated you from your God” (Isa. 59:2a).   


Having lost their harmonious relationship with God, the man and the woman also lost their access to the tree of life (Gen. 3:22). That meant that they could not live endlessly, but would one day die. All Adam’s descendents die because they too have no access to the tree of life. In the final book of the Bible we learn that one promise for those in Christ is that in Him, the saved in heaven will again have access to the tree of life (Rev. 22:2, 14). In this “new heaven” and “new earth” the faithful, like the first couple will again have a joyous life in harmony with God forever (Rev. 21:1-4).
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	1
	Genesis 1-3
	Genesis 4-7
	Genesis 8-11
	Genesis 12-15
	Genesis 16-19
	Genesis 20-23
	Genesis 24-27


Study Questions
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1.  According to Genesis Who existed before “the heavens and the earth” were created?  


2.  Who does the Gospel of John tell us was active in creation?  


3.  Why do Genesis 1:26 and 3:22 use the plural pronoun “Us” when Deity speaks to Itself?  


4.  What two trees are recorded to have stood in the garden of Eden (Gen. 2:9)? 

1)  


2) 


5.  What did God promise would happen to Adam and Eve when they ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil?  

Was this a spiritual or physical penalty?

6.  What temptation did Satan offer to Eve that induced her to eat of the tree (Gen. 3:5)? 
7.  What did Adam and Eve feel as soon as they ate of the tree (Gen. 3:7)? 


8.  List some things which changed in the relationship between God and Adam and Eve after their sin.  


9.  What did Isaiah teach the Israelites results from sin? 


Does the same thing happen when we sin?


10.  Why do all of Adam and Eve’s descendents die physically (Gen. 3:22-24)? 


11.  What will the saved have access to in heaven (Rev. 22: 2)?

Key Passage: “Then the Lord God said, ‘Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever’--  therefore the Lord God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from which he was taken. So He drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life” 
(Genesis 3:22-24, NKJV).
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